


 

As we come to the close of another year as a registered charity, we like to 

extend our sincere thanks to all our supporters - friends, family, colleagues and 

even strangers to Vimba, who have opened their hearts to give to others during 

a time of desperate need. 2009 has proven a difficult year for most with the 

recession hitting homes, businesses and individuals. Vimba too has experienced 

the difficulty in sourcing funds in such a trying climate. However, we continue to 

receive wonderful support from both organisations and individuals and are 

extremely grateful.  

2009 saw the opening of SA subsidiaries in Johannesburg and Cape Town, as 

well as a successful fundraising event held in Perth, Australia. Vimba London 

enjoyed three key successful events that saw Vimba’s geographical reach grow, as well as the 

support Vimba receives. We have also introduced our Gift that Keeps on Giving scheme so 

please have a look at www.vimba.co.uk to get involved! 

Zimbabwe 

Vimba is in the process of developing its very own feeding centres within Zimbabwe. Our goal is 

to create a number of self sufficient and sustainable centres and to phase out donor 

dependency completely. Our first centre is up and running and in the 

near future we hope to invest in a diesel powered mill that will provide 

food for the centre and an extra income to keep the mill running on its 

own. The centre provides a refuge for circa 70 children who come to the 

centre every day and are provided with a meal, a bath and an informal 

education 

South Africa - Johannesburg 

Report from Sophie Whiteley, Trustee of Vimba JHB: 
 
I have been privileged enough this year to become involved with the Rose of Hope Care 

Centre in the Good Hope Township through an incredible man, Shadrach Lushabe. Walking 

into the school feels like walking into another universe – the warmth, laughter, fun and 

happiness that resonates from this tiny building with its mud floors and tin roof is beyond 

anything I have ever experienced. To see it grow and transform throughout the course of 2009 

has been something I will be grateful for, for many years to come! 

 

With the kind and generous support from Holy Rosary School and the Lange family, we have 

managed to replace mud and stones with tiled floors for the kitchen and carpets for the small 

classroom. We have also managed to feed all 70 children for a year and maintain a constant 

supply of blankets, clothes and other necessities throughout 2009. Donations from the Nisbet 



family enabled us to really experience a magical Christmas Day with all the children and 

teachers. 2010 is going to be another wonderful year with this school! 

 

 

 

 

 

South Africa – Cape Town 

Cape Town has been lucky enough to have Elise Farley running Vimba events and raising funds 

for the community. She has continued Vimba’s support to Adonis Musati and has also been 

actively involved in building houses in Belville in aid of the Niall Melon Township. 

 

 

 

 

Australia- Perth 

NDY, an engineering firm in Perth, kindly spread the Vimba love to the continent of Australia by 

hosting a poker evening in aid of the Children’s 

Feeding Centres in Zimbabwe. The night was a huge 

success and raised over A$1000, which NDY kindly 

donated to Vimba. Thank you to NDY for having the 

initiative and generosity to host such an event! 

If you would like to get your work, friends or family 

involved in an event, please contact the Vimba 

team to provide you with event ideas, guidance and all the marketing material on 

info@vimba.co.uk or visit our website. 

London - Events 

Golf Day – Saturday 27th June 

Despite reports of rain showers, the weather played along beautifully with clear blue skies and 

gorgeous temperatures allowing us to host our very first Golf Day at Traditions Golf Course in 

Surrey. The day was a huge success and was thoroughly enjoyed by all the golfers that 

participated. Some £500 was raised during the day that will be used to further establish the 



Child Feeding Centre in Zimbabwe. Thanks must be 

extended to all those involved, and we look forward to 

this becoming an annual event.  

Vimba Ball – Saturday 25th July 

Roehampton Golf Club was the venue for this year’s ball and with over 120 guests, the evening 

proved to be a huge success. Guests were entertained by the Foundation Jonas Choir as well 

as the extremely talented Henry Olonga, our guest of honour. Throughout the evening, in 

between drinking, eating and dancing to the band Swarm, raffles 

were drawn and an auction was held which helped us raise an 

excess of £3000. The event raised an unprecedented £6000 which 

has gone towards our Feeding Centre initiative. The great success 

that was generated from the ball would not have been possible 

without the generosity of all of our sponsors, talented individuals, 

small businesses and organizations, who gave so effortlessly of their 

time, as well as donated such wonderful gifts for the night – thank 

you! 

Zimfest – Saturday 5th September 

 

Vimba attended their second year at Zimfest on Saturday 

5th September which, once again, generated some 

invaluable exposure for the team and allowed us to enjoy 

all that is ZIMBABWE! Zimfest is a fantastic way to connect 

with those who are interested in learning more about Zimbabwe and in celebrating this 

beautiful country. The sale of our Love Africa merchandise as well as the raffle for rugby tickets 

(kindly donated by Mark Edwards) brought us over £400. 

Christmas Cheer – 25th November 

Ex-pats, corporates and business 

individuals enjoyed a welcome 

into the festive season at the 

beautiful Patrick Mavros flagship 

store on Fulham Road which is 

inhabited by his admirable 

African designs including jewellery, table centres and sculptures. Set to a backdrop of Mavros’s 

incredible work, the event provided an engagement platform to thank all our wonderful 

supporters, as well as report on Vimba’s work in 2009.  



 

Donations 

 Food packs delivered to Mutoko in aid of 

farming projects, educational systems and 

general wellness of people in this part of 

Zimbabwe, a big thanks to a donation from 

T&T of £500 at end of 2008 that helped to 

purchase these food packs 

 Enricio Brosio of MarketOne – donated £500 

by using e-Christmas cards instead of paper cards and donating the money saved to 

Vimba. We would like ot say thanks to Enricio and Brad Fijac of MarketOne for thinking 

of Vimba 

 Lois Brown – donated £360 to feed a child for a year  

 Andrew Skeene donated £150 towards Education at the centre. 

Welcomes and Farewells 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to new committee member -Tamaryn Titcombe. 

Tamaryn is an Honours graduate in Business Management with 6 years marketing and client 

liaison experience. Tamaryn brings a wealth of marketing knowledge together with fundraising 

experience. Her commercial knowledge, enthusiastic attitude and compassionate nature will 

make her an asset to Vimba. 

Unfortunately we will be saying a very sad goodbye to Kelly Harrison and Andrea Eaton, who 

have been instrumental in Vimba’s success. Both are pursuing career moves, one of which is to 

Hong Kong so we want to wish them all the best and know that it’s not a goodbye for good as 

they will always be strong Vimba supporters.  

Final words 

Zimbabwe has had a tumultuous year and seen many political and economic changes. Luckily 

for us, the adoption of the US Dollar as the official currency has made matters easier for us to 

transfer money to our Vimba committee in the country. 

If you would like to learn more about Vimba or any related initiatives, please feel free to 

contact us on info@vimba.co.uk or www.vimba.co.uk. As always, any feedback or suggestions 

are appreciated and donations of course are always graciously received. 

We wish you, our kind supporters, family and friends a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

May 2010 bring peace where it is needed most. 

The Vimba Team 


